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THE FORESTRY RECLAMATION APPROACH

Jim Burgcr', Don Gravcsz, Patrick Angcls. Vic Davis*, Carl Zippcrs

The Forestry Reclamation Approach (FRA) is a
method for reclaiming coal-mined land to forest
under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation
Act [SMCRA). The FRA is based on knowledge
gained from both scientific research and
experience (Photo 1). The FRA can achieve cost-
effective requlatory compliance for coal operators
while creating productive forests that genecrate
value for their owners and provide watershed
protection, wildlife habitat, and other
environmental services.

The purpose of this Advisory is to describe the
FRA, which is considered by state mining agencies
and US Office of Surface Mining to be an
appropriate and desirable method for reclaiming
coal-mined land to support forested land uses
under SMCRA [Angcel and others, 2005). The FRA is
also supported by members of the ARRI's academic
team, which is drawn from Universities in nine
states, and by other groups and agencies.

The FRA's Five Steps

The FRA can be summarized in five steps:

I. Create asuitable rooting medium for good tree
growth that is no less than 4 feet deep and

Photo 1. A white cak stand that grew on a pre-SMCRA
surface mine in southern llinois. Observations by
reclamation scientists and practitioners of soil and site
conditions on reclaimed mines such as this, where
reforestation was successful, have contributed to
development of the Forestry Reclamation Approach.
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Step 1. Create a suitable rootin medi‘um:

Durlng mlnmg and reclamatlon aII hlghly
aIkaJme materials W|th excessive soluble sait:
and-all highly acidic or.toxic matetial :
should be covered Wltj{‘_ a. Su’ltaible r()otlng
medlum that WI“ stJ ptfort trees N
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Growth media:
-Low levels ofsoluble salt
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We planted Chestnuts on this Massey si










Suitable Mixture?
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