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What If Custer had trees?







Outcomes 1977

SMCRA Regulations

Operators — View Point
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Picture of Smooth Compacted Reclamation
Grasses & Legumes




White Oak Area In Tennessee

ite — Mining started 1991

—-acml high iron, high manganese

Miles unreclaimed premine highwall
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- TestPlot— Mined 1999 & Reclaimed
- Area compacted — rock trucks ran over site
Dozer ripped grassed mine area - Feb, 2004
roblem: Trees — require non compacted materi
i and minimal grasses cover
Tress Planted March, 2004
' olu










Test Plot

| North slope — minimal sun L
Steep slopes — minimal compactlon ol 1 ko
- Normal grass/legume mix  Fis =
~ Trees planted —March, 2001 ||




>eeded area with tree compatible ground cover — 30 Ibs/acref i
reen Ash and Red Oak i
, nd cover — wanted green & lush
seeded regular mix — 135 Ibs/acre in 200
ited Volunteer Species — Why? Reseeded




ump Rock Truck




- Minimal grasses
Trees planted 2003 & 200
- 90 — 95% sandstone




Ar -
imp Rock Truck
Single Pass Grading
Minimal grasses
Trees planted 2003 & 2004
90— 95% sandstone







85% Sandstone, 15% Shale
. T_'Tee p anted by professional Tress Planted - April 2004




‘rees Planted April, 2004 by professional




Permanent vegetative cover — trees Grass — immediate erosion cor
Goal — get trees to grow Surface -85% Sand ‘
Tree planted by professional Tress Planted - Ap




Permanent vegetative cover — trees Grass — immediate erosion control
Goal — get trees to grow Surface -85% Sandstone, 15% Shale
Tree planted by professional Tress Planted - April 2004







ground cover rule change in the Tennessee Federal Program eliminated the 80%
round cover standard. If erosion is controlled and the ground cover supports the post
ing land use, a lower standard can be approved in the permit.

Y Trees Planted April. 2004




s planted April, 2004 ’ Shale 40% Sandstone 609
ded with grasses — 30 Ibs to acre
reseed grasses
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eave alone, Do not reseed!

n 5 years- forest







