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GOBCO,  LLC GOBCO,  LLC 

AnAn environmentalenvironmental reclamationreclamation

companycompany specializingspecializing inin thethe

cleanclean upup ofof coalcoal wastewaste pilespilescleanclean upup ofof coalcoal wastewaste pilespiles

(gobpiles)(gobpiles) andand thethe reclamationreclamation

ofof land,land, streamsstreams andand forestforest toto thethe

originaloriginal environmentenvironment..



GOBCO,  LLC GOBCO,  LLC 

WorksWorks withwith thethe statestate ofof VirginiaVirginia

inin thethe AbandonedAbandoned MineMine LandLand

(AML)(AML) programprogram asas aa contractor,contractor,(AML)(AML) programprogram asas aa contractor,contractor,

specializingspecializing inin thethe cleanclean upup ofof

gobpilesgobpiles..



OverOver thethe lastlast sixsix years,years, thethe followingfollowing
projectsprojects werewere completedcompleted jobsjobs byby GobcoGobco inin
Virginia,Virginia, allall ofof whichwhich hadhad aa significantsignificant
survivalsurvival raterate inin treetree seedlingseedling plantingplanting..



AllAll ofof Gobco’sGobco’s AMLAML jobsjobs areare hydrohydro--
seededseeded withwith annualannual ryegrass,ryegrass, ladinoladinoseededseeded withwith annualannual ryegrass,ryegrass, ladinoladino
clover,clover, redred clover,clover, crimsoncrimson clover,clover,
redtop,redtop, orchardorchard grassgrass andand ryerye grassgrass
priorprior toto treetree plantingplanting..



Gobpiles are byproducts of early mining where 

there was no market for any coal below the 2” size 

fraction. 

Clinchfield No. 9 Coal Sizing Plant



Clinchfield No. 9 Gobpile

The coal waste was deposited from 1920 to 1940..



Clinchfield No. 9 Gobpile

Estimated size of the gobpile was 800,000 tons.



Clinchfield No. 9 Gobpile

Separation of coal and rock            



Clinchfield No. 9 Gobpile

Separation of coal and rock                     



ClinchfieldClinchfield No. 9 No. 9 GobpileGobpile

Areas of the pile were still burning due to Areas of the pile were still burning due to 
spontaneous combustion. spontaneous combustion. 



ClinchfieldClinchfield No. 9 No. 9 GobpileGobpile

Mining and the start of the reclamation phase. Mining and the start of the reclamation phase. 



Clinchfield No. 9 GobpileClinchfield No. 9 Gobpile

Reclamation and establishment of the creek Reclamation and establishment of the creek 
channelchannel.  It is important not to compact the .  It is important not to compact the channelchannel.  It is important not to compact the .  It is important not to compact the 
new topsoil before the planting of seedlings. new topsoil before the planting of seedlings. 



ClinchfieldClinchfield No. 9 No. 9 GobpileGobpile

Final stream channel constructionFinal stream channel construction..





At Clinchfield No. 9 Gobpile DMME 

planted 7500 seedlings comprised of 

northern red oak, white oak, yellow 

poplar, green ash, and birch.



Beech Branch Gobpile

The Beech Branch gobpile was a byproduct
of Clinchfield No. 7 Mine that was deposited
in Beech Branch between 1925 and 1950.



Beech Branch Gobpile

This gobpile was blocking 
the natural drainage and 

was estimated to have 
450,000 tons of refuse.



Beech Branch Gobpile

Impounded water by 

the gobpile.



Beech Branch Gobpile

Estimated thickness of the pile was 

over 75’ in places.



Beech Branch Gobpile

Separation of coal, rock and red dog (coal waste 
that has been burned due to spontaneous 

combustion or forest fires).



Beech Branch Gobpile

After total removal of coal waste 
and eliminating the impounded 
water, construction began of the 
creek channel and the start of creek channel and the start of 
reclamation. 



Beech Branch Gobpile

The hydro-seeding of 
grasses prior to tree 

planting. 



Beech Branch Gobpile

Reclaimed and ready 
for tree planting. 









Toms Creek Gobpile

The Toms Creek pile was the No. 1 point
source contributor of hydro-carbon (coal
fines) material to the Guest River
watershed.



Toms Creek Gobpile

Coal fines spoiling into the creek 



Toms Creek Gobpile

Working with DMME on 
stream channel design. 



Toms Creek Gobpile

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER



Toms Creek Gobpile

Final reclamation after establishing flood
plain and before hydro-seeding and tree
planting.



Toms Creek Gobpile

After hydro-seeding and 

before tree planting.









At the Cranes Nest 
gobpile reclamation job, 
we removed 500,000 tons 

of coal waste.



Most major gobpile reclamation jobs require Most major gobpile reclamation jobs require 
the rethe re--establishment  of new stream channels  establishment  of new stream channels  
since most gobpiles were easy to deposit in since most gobpiles were easy to deposit in 
stream valleys.stream valleys.





Working on final reclamation at Cranes Nest









After reclamation and tree planting,
you can see that our re-establishment
of the natural environment is taking
root.



THANK THANK 
YOUYOUYOUYOU


